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Current Status of Scientific Realism
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Realism and Naturalis-

perceptions, which have appear'd in that narrow compass.
This is the universe of the imagination, nor have we any idea
but what is there produced.

—Hume, Treatise, Book 1, Part II, Section VI

Realism is dead. Its death was announced by the neopaositivists who real-
ized that they could accept all the results of science, including all the
members of the scientific zoo, and still declare that the questions raised
by the existence claims of realism were mere pseudoquestions. Its death
was hastened by the debates over the interpretation of quantum theory,
where Bohr's nonrealist philosophy was seen to win out over Einstein's
passionate realism. Its death was certified, finally, as the last two genera-
tions of physical scientists turned their backs on realism and have man-
aged, nevertheless, to do science successfully without it. To be sure,
some recent philosophical literature, and some of the best of it repre-
sented by contributors to this book, has appeared to pump up the ghostly
shell and to give it new life. But I think these efforts will eventually be
seen and understood as the first stage in the process of mourning, the
stage of denial. This volume contains some further expressions of this
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